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HEROIC FRONTIER WOMEN

The Faith that Moved Heroic Frontier Women...

“In the heart of this young America, faith was not an afterthought...
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It ﬁés a Fbﬁndatinn.”

A Great Historian Speaks out on
tarly American Women

Alexis d'Tocqueville is a name that few Christians
recognize today, yel he authored one of the mosl enduring
and insightful works ever written about America. In 1840,
his Demaocracy in America became an instant classic—one
that has shaped political thought and historical
understanding for generations. 1)

Its influence has been so profound that, as one Chnstian
graduate professor recounted, something remarkable
would happen in his former high school teaching days.
Former students, years after graduation, would return from
college guoting their professors, The stories were all
consistent: in the midst of classroom discussions the
student had cited a Tocqueville phrase, obsarvation, or
historical event. Without fail and obviously impressed, their
college professors would pause, sometimes mid-sentence,
and ask, “Where did you learn that?”

Such was the force and clarity of Tocqueville's insights that
it still commanded attention, even in moderm universities.
His observations were not merely academic—they were
aimost "prophetic”, He saw something in the young
American Republic that few Europeans could comprehend:
a deep moral and religious vitality, fueled largely by its
churches and the families within them, cerainly including
its Christian women.

And though time has dimmed his name in popular memory,
his words still ring with truth—especially for those willing to
trace the spiritual roots of American grealness.
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In citing Tocqueville here, a vivid and striking portrait of
an earlier era in American history begins fo emerge.
Alexis d'Tocqueville, a French diplomat and nobleman,
ammved in the United States with a keen intellect and a
curious eye. What he discoverad over months of
extensive travel across the young Republic left a lasting
impression on him—and eventually, on the world.

As he journeyed through bustling cities, quiel towns, and
the untamed frontier, Tocgueville spoke with Americans
from all walks of life. He poured over documents,
explored local institutions, and sat in parlors and pews,
listening. What astonished him most was not only the
energy of the people—but the spiritual engine driving it.
Everywhere he tumed, he encountered a nation
animated by its Christian faith, The churches weare not
sidelined institutions: they were central pillars uphaolding
the moral, social, and even political life of the Republic.

Tocqueville saw it clearly: the Christian worldview was
not simply a private belief system—it was a shaping force
behind American liberty, law, and national character. In
the heart of this young America, faith was not an
afterthought. It was a foundation.

The Great Yankee Exodus

One powerful observation Tocgueville recorded what was
then called the "Great Yankee Exodus”. As he traveled
thraugh the heartland of America, he noted a remarkable
movement—tans of thousands of Americans, espacially
from the Puritan-rooted soil of New England, were
leaving their ancestral towns. But they weren't fleeing
hardship or chasing gold. They were answering a higher

Republic and Commonwealih. He was warnirg Afmedica against lamaking s own Christian ta”lng.
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He summarized the movement in these terms. These
pioneears fearad that the Christian faith, so foundational {o
their way of life, might be lost amidst the vast, untamed
wilderness of the lllinois prairies or along the banks of the
Missouri River. And so, they set their faces
westward—nol as mere adveniurers or opportunists, but
as seftlers with a mission., Men brought their wives and
little ones, not simply to homestead, but to plant
churches, build schools, and raise godly homes. They
were determined not just to survive in the West—but to
bring civilization and Christian virtue with them.

In Tocgueville's eyes, this was no ordinary migration. [t
was a deliberate act of spintual preservation—a bold
attempt to transplant the moral and religious roots of the
Republic into new soil, ensuring that the flame of faith
would not flicker out on the frontier,

According to Tocqueville, the women of this Frontier
Exodus waere not merely companions on the journey
wesl—they were, in his words, among lhe most heroig,
dedicated, and effective pioneers for Christianity in the
history of the Church. He observed their guiet strength,
their unshakable faith, and the dignity with which they
camried the burdens of frontier life. In towns barely carved
out of the wilderness, it was often these women who
established the first schools, led their children in
catechism, and extended hospitality to neighbors and
strangers alike—all the while braving harsh conditions,
lonefiness, and danger.

Their influence shaped not only the development of the
Amaerican West, but also deeply molded the character of
the men beside them. One of the enduring truths of the
Christian faith is the sanctifying power of a godly wife.
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The Great Yankee Exodus (Con't)

e Time and again,
history—and
Seripture— hear
witness: '8 ‘man's

greatness often nses
in direct proportion to
the strengtn, faith,
" and grace of lhe
| woman who walks
& faithiully at his side,

4 These frontier wives

were not  fragile
ormaments—they
were spiritual

warriors in aprons
and calico, raising
sons and daughters

who would one day shape a nation and husbands who

‘would lead with renewed strength and conviction.

‘The Yankee Exodus, though astonishing to Tocqueville,

was hardly a new phenomenon in the story of America.
By the time he arrived, the pattem had already been
playing out for over two centuries. From the very
beginning —especially through our Pilgrim “mothers™—
Christian women had distinguished themselves with a
powerful, unwavering testimony that echoed across the
original thirteen colonies.

These women were not passive figures in  the
background of history; they were its quiet architects,
They catechized children, sustained homes during
wartime, and stood as moral anchors for  their
communities. Among them, one name shines with
particular brilliance: Margaret Winthrop, wife of John
Winthrop, governor of the Massachusetis Bay Colony,
One great American historian of the era caplured her
legacy in unforgettable terms...

“The influsnce of Purtanism o inspire  with
unconguerable principle, to infuse public spint, fo purfy
the character fram frivality and feeblensss, fa (ift the sowl
to an all-enduring heroism and fo exalt it to a lofty
standard of Chrisfian excellence, is grandly illustrated by
the life of Margaret Winthrop, one of the pionser matrons
of the Massachuseits Bay Colony. i

Another wvoice from among the great historians of
yesteryear is that of Dr. Max Weber, the renowned
European economist and sociologist. His influential
“Weber Thesis" arficulated a profound truth: wheraver the
Holy Scriptures are embraced by churches and used to
form Christian character and conduct, those societies
inevitably become more stable, industrious, and
prosperous. In country after country, Weber observed,
the Protestant Ethici—rooted in biblical stewardship and
personal responsibility—became a driving force for
cultural flourishing.

But he also issued a wamning through history's example.
When that influence is driven out, the conseguences are
dire. When King Louis XIV expelled the Protestant
Huguenots from France in 1685, he did nol merely
silence a dissenting religious voice—he crippled the
nation's economy. The Christian economic and cultural
influence, once exiled, took with it the very virtues that
had made France strong and its economy prosperous.

Expounding upon this same “Weber-like® theme, a
prominent American historian tumed his admiration
toward the Pilgrim Mothers of Plymouth Colony. These
women, often forgotten in the shadow of their husbands’
names, were lhemselves powerhouses of faith and labor.
They not only preserved the faith through hardship but
quietly built the moral scaffolding that upheld an entire
colony. As he writes. ..

‘Mrs. Bradford, Rose Standish, and thelr companions
were the onginal types of women on our American
frontier. Nobly, foo, were they seconded by the matrons
and daughters in the other infant colonies. Who can read
the letters of Margaret Winthrop, of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony, withou! recognizing the loving, devoled
woman sharng with her noble husband the toils and
privations of the wilderness, in order that God's promise
might be justified and an empire built on this Western
Continant, "4

American history is richly woven with stories of Christian
heroism among women—accounts that do not meraly
decorate the margins of our past bul shape ils very core.
‘Again and again, it was the Christian faith, courage, and
conviction of these women that held families together,
inspired their husbands to lead, and sustained entire
communities through trial and uncertainty.

&} WWiliam Fowier. Frontier Waoman (Longmaadow Prass; Stamford, CT1877), 440
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Their influence was so undeniable that even the enemies
of the colonies—those who sought to break the resolve
of the seitlers—were forced to admit the ingenuity,
endurance, and unwavering faithfulness of the women
they encountered, women who believed in the efficacy of
prayer as a foundation for heroic endeavour. In the
solitude of their homes, in the cool and silence of the
forest, and in the presence of the foe, Christian women
knelt down and praved for peace, for victory, for rescue
from danger, and for deliverance from the enemies which
beset them. Can we doubt that these humble prayers
were answered?

One episode, among many, rises from the pages of
history like a banner of truth. It stands as a testament to
the kind of woman whose courage was not bom of pride
or rebellion, but of love—for God, for family, and for the

rightecusness that sustains a nation.

Here is the Story...

“The setflers of Burke County North Caroling, fved
beneath a cloud of fear. Word had spread—an Indian
altack was imminent. In haste and lrepidation, families
gathered their children, and prepared to abandon their
homes. Their desfination: an interior fort nestled within a
move densely settled region, where safely and numbers
mught grant them a chance at sunaval,

To protect them on their retresl, & group of frontier
soldiers were dispafched. The group— women, and
children—assembled, with the soldiers forming a
protective rectangle around them, they moved in somber
determination, For several mites, they marched in sifence
through the shadowed woods, unmolested by their foe.

Unbeknownst fo the fravelers. war-painted eyes fracked
every step. Hidden deep in the brush where the trail
forked near the rver, a8 large band of warrors waifed,
croucted and ready And then it came—the piercing
war-whoop thal shattered the sfiflness like a thunderciap.

From every side, the forest exploded with movement.
Rifles cracked, and smoke veiled the clearing. A hail of
bullels and batlle crigs echoed through the trees. The
soldiers acted fast, scatfering to find cover behind trees,
crawling if they had to. The seftlers, terrified but taught by
hardship, shielded their children.

Wave after wave, the wamors charged—tomahawks
raised, their painfed faces fierce with purpose. But the
backwoodsmen held their ground. Cool, unshaken, and
deadly accurate, they mel every assaull with lead and
fire, drving the aftackers back fime and again.

"Our powder is giving oul!" a soldier shouted over the
din, "Have you any? Bring us some, or we can fight no
fonger!” The defenders gripped their riffes with grim
resolve, but without powder the rifles were useless.

With guret resolution, a woman calmly spread her apron
upon the ground and poured her precious store of
gunpowder inte its folds. Then, rising with selfless
courage, she moved through the line, from tree to free.
Ta each soldier, she offered what she had, instructing,
‘oul down your hal” and there she poured & porlion
When her own stock was gone, she gathered maore from
the other wormen, until nof one measure remained.

Her guief, unrelenting courage spread through the fing

like fire in dry grass. The rnflemen rallfed, and the
warmiors—fierce and unyielding until now—began o
falter. The braves melted into the woods, refreating into
the depths from which they had come. The batile was
ovar,

As silence seltled over the batilefield, the soldiers
refurned to the clearing where the families huddied, One
voice rose above the others, “Where is the woman who
gave us the powder?"

f want to see her!” “Yes, yes!" came another. "Without
her, we'd have boen lost!”
‘She saved us alll” cried a third,

Men began searching among the gathered, calling out
for the one who had walked the line. As others came in
from the pursuii. One, seeing the sfir and confusion,
asked, "Whal's the matler?" The reply came guickly:
“They're looking for the woman—the one who gave us
the powder.”

It was as If the hush affer battle wailed for her name to

be spoken, the name of a woman whose apron had
carried wctory, whose faith had kindled courage, and
whose love for her people had tumed the fide of war,

The soldier replied, “You are looking in the wrong placa,
hiz volce hushed with awe,

“Is she killed 2" gasped one,

"Ah—we feared as much!" came another, Murmurs of

dread rippled through the gathering ke wind through the
frees.

"Not when | saw her," the soldier replied, shaking his
head slowly. “When the indians ran off, she was on her
knees in prayer... at the root of yonder tree. And there,”
he addad, voica catching, */ left her,”

There was a simultaneous rush toward the free-and
there she was...Still on her knees in prayer,

Thinking not of herself, she did not nse in tiumph. She
did nat wave her hand or speak of her bravery. Inslead,
she accepted their applause without manifesting any
other fesling than gratitude to Heaven for their great
deliverance. 5

There were no speeches, no songs, no formal words.
Just the weight of gratitude in every hear, and the
knowledge that true greatness often wears the apron of
service and kneels at the root of a tree—praying when
others sleep, giving when others flee.

[5] Fowilar [abridged). 115121

Why History?

History is a rich and intricate narrative, unfolding
under God's sovereign hand and in accordance with
His divine plan. To fully understand history, it must be
viewed through the lens of Christianitv—only then
does it reveal its true purpose and meaning. A
significant aspect of God's purpose for history is lo
provide His people with vision, guidance, and insight
into His will.

Yet, despite history belonging to God's people, we *
have largely become ahistorical-lacking a true :
understanding of our past. This is, in part, because we
have allowed the secular world to dominate the
narrative. As a result, history is often stripped of its
Christian foundation, leaving such history lifeless,
disconnected, and devoid of true purpose. For over a
century, history has been rewritten and "sanitized” (in
the modernist view), distancing it from the truth of
God's interpretive Word, This effort has been led by .
those with a consciously humanistic agenda, fearing a ;
resurgence of Christian values and worldview. Media,
philosophers, professors, and other cultural
influencers have played a key role in this
transformation, Simply put, a revival of Christianity
would threaten industries driven by greed and
exploitation—such as pornography, drugs, and the sex
trade.

The famed humanist historian, Dr. Sidney Ahlstrom,

in discussing the religious history of the American
people, stated, "The purpose of the historian is to

create a usable past” In his now popular view,
historians are to begin with a preconceived vision of

how people should behave in the future, making the
historian's task one of reshaping the past to align with .
that vision. This process, rather than a pursuit of
objective truth, becomes a tool for influencing public
perception—essentially, a form of social engineering.

God's people must have a clear vision for His
Kingdom here on earth. By understanding how our
steadfast God has moved throughout history, we gain
insight into His plans for the future. The Vision
Chronicles series seeks to restore truth to history—one
story at a time.

/Extra...Extra...Read all About it!!\\

“World History in Western
Civilization”
(Christ's Advent Thru the Modem Era)

Begins: Sept 2025. i
\ Reply to Contact Info Below /
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To my oldest daughter—

s | study the lives of the heroic women who shaped our nation, | find your 3
image reflected throughout the pages of history. These women—steadfast, ©
faithful, and full of grace—possessed a diving gift of inner strength and
conviction. And they did not leave that gift idle. They subdued it, honed It and =
matured it—until it gave rise to wisdom and 2 courage born not of pride, but of
deep and abiding love.

The women in this series are but a glimpse of God's providence at wark in the
lives of His people. One account—soon to come—is that of Mrs. Hendee. Anil
when | picture her features, her spirit, her faith, | see you. Each of these women
shares a comman legacy: Lhey were feared by their enemies, cherished by thelr
husbands and children, and honored by their coontrymen.

May this series ever remind you of the sacred heritage to which you belong, and
God's Beauty in the strength that runs theough your veins.

ﬂ Please visit: www BathshebaTheGodlyWoman.com
go there for updates, anicles, podcasts and other
Information. 3 1

Contact us: TheVisionChranicles@pm.me N
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